In-Class Iliad/Odyssey Essay Prompt and Directions

English 10 Honors

Prompt: 

Analyze the role of heroism in the Iliad OR the Odyssey. Consider the different ways in which identity is affected by heroism. How is Odysseus' or Achilles' identity affected by shame culture? Consider both the external and internal conflicts - - the physical and mental journeys - - at work in both poems.

Note: You’re not making a judgment call about who the better/stronger hero is, nor are you comparing the two heroes. Choose one hero and analyze his heroism through the lens of ancient Greek culture. 

Minimum Requirements of Essay:
· 4 paragraphs (intro, two body and a conclusion)

· A clear, UNDERLINED thesis statement (the last sentence of the intro. paragraph)

· 4 direct quotes supporting your argument using proper MLA citation

